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Abstract:

This research focuses on the collection of written fatwas from the sheikhs of
the Hamouda family bin Saad Al-Awami Al-Masallati Al Laithi, spanning the
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries AH. The Hamouda family, along with their
cousins from the Araba branch, were known for their knowledge and hailed from
the lineage of Saad bin Muftah Al-Awami. The founder of this branch was
Hamouda bin Saad, who served as a Friday preacher in his village of Bani Laith
in the city of Masallata. He was also a document writer and a Quran teacher. He
passed away after 1272 AH. Although there is no evidence of him being a mufti,
his knowledge was inherited by his two sons, Ali bin Hamouda and Omar bin
Hamouda. A handwritten fatwa by Ali bin Hamouda and five handwritten fatwas
by Omar bin Hamouda were obtained. Additionally, two handwritten fatwas by
Abd al-Rahman bin Omar bin Hamouda, the grandson of Omar, were also
acquired. Abd al Rahman has a brother named Abdul Salam bin Omar, who has
written documents, although there is no indication that he is a mufti yet. The
researcher sheds light on the successive generations of these sheikhs and aims to
collect, study, and verify their comprehensive work in the fatwas of the scholars
of their observance. According to the researcher's knowledge, no one has
previously studied the heritage of these sheikhs. The significance of this work lies
in the wide dissemination of the fatwas of these sheikhs and others to the public,
which could be lost if not collected and published. The research is divided into
two parts: the study section, which explores the biographies of these sheikhs from
the grandfather to the grandchildren, and the investigative section, which quotes
the text of the fatwas and provides commentary for better understanding,
supplemented with examples of their documents. Finally, the research concludes
with the most important findings and recommendations.

Keywords: Hamouda; Al-Awami; fatwa; Masallata.
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