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Abstract

Caravan trade has been a significant economic source for various nations throughout
different historical periods. Its importance lies in its dual role as a profitable financial resource
through commodity exchange and as a multi-functional means of communication. Tripoli of
the West emerged as a pivotal destination for numerous caravans, attracting traders from diverse
regions. Therefore, this study titled "Caravan Trade as an economic source in 19th century
Tripoli of the West: A Model" aims to examine the Saharan caravan trade in Tripoli of the West
to highlight its significance as a crucial economic source for the province. It outlines the main
caravan trade routes, pathways, and trails traveled by caravan traders, as well as the key
commodities exchanged between the northern and southern regions. Furthermore, it identifies
the prominent markets where goods were traded and analyzes the impact of commercial route
shifts on the province of Tripoli. The study also aims to identify the primary challenges faced
by caravan trade. The researcher has drawn several conclusions, notably that Saharan caravan
trade was negatively affected by wars, conflicts, colonial intervention, security imbalances, and
governmental negligence. Additionally, it encountered natural and geographical challenges
arising from desert landscapes and water scarcity. However, on the positive side, it influenced
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the lives of inhabitants by providing a source of livelihood and fostering stronger bonds between
the province's residents and Central Africa.

Keywords: Tripoli Province_ Commercial Caravans_ Desert  Sources of
Economy
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